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QUESTIONS: 

1. Who would you rather have as High Priest? 

a. Caiaphas b. Jesus 

2. On the Day of ____________ the high priest would go into the 

most holy place in the Tabernacle. 

3. In the scriptures we looked at there is another  High priest 

mentioned. His name is Annas and he was father-in-law to 

Caiaphas.     TRUE / FALSE 

4. The New Testament book that deals extensively with the earthly 

and the Heavenly  tabernacle is: 

a. Matthew 

b. Hebrews 

c. Luke 

d. Romans 

5. Caiaphas was appointed as High Priest of the Jews by a Roman 

governor    TRUE / FALSE 

6. Caiaphas was fearful of Roman judgment not the judgment of 

God.     TRUE / FALSE 

7. Annas spoke prophetically about Jesus dying for the whole 

nation     TRUE / FALSE 

8. Caiaphas’s fears disappeared once Jesus was put to death. 

       TRUE / FALSE 

9. When Caiaphas and the Jewish leaders warned Peter and the 

other apostles to stop telling people that Jesus had come back 

to life from the dead, they were terrified. TRUE / FALSE 

10. Jesus died so that we do not ever again have to live in fear of  

a.  Human authorities b.    Death    

11. The man who wanted it known that the Jews wanted to crucify 

the King of the Jews was: 

a. Caiaphas, the Jewish High Priest 

b. Pilate, the Roman Governor 

c. Peter, the Apostle 

d. Jesus 
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A  L O O K  I N T O  T H E  H E A R T  O F  G O D  T H R O U G H  T H E  S T U D Y  O F  H I S  W O R D  
 

Part Nine 

     The Fear of Failure       Caiaphas 

  

 Caiaphas was the Jewish High Priest during the time of Jesus’ 

ministry on Earth. He played a major role in the death of Christ. 

Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the 

palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and plotted 

together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him.  

Matthew 26:4 

 When God instituted the priesthood for the Jewish nation He called 

the tribe of Levites to be priests to take care of the tabernacle (Numbers 

1:47-54). The Tabernacle was the portable temple that the Jews used 

for a meeting place with God while they were in the wilderness. From 

among the Levites those from the family of Aaron were to be the High 

priests. It would be the High Priest who would enter the most holy place 

in the Tabernacle once a year, on the Day of Atonement (Exodus 30:10). 

The book of Hebrews speaks about the “earthly temple” and its ritual 

and compares the reality of the Heavenly Temple. When speaking of the 

atonement the writer says, 
 

…but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, 

and not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the 

unintentional sins of the people. Hebrew 9:7  

In the next verse we see the temporary nature of this earthly system: 
 

The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy 

Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still 

standing  Hebrew 9:8 

But from there you will seek the 

LORD your God and you will find 

him, if you search after him with all 

your heart and with all your soul.  

Deuteronomy 4:29 
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Next, we see the permanent nature of the Priesthood of Jesus. 
 

When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already 

here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is 

not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.  He did not 

enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the 

Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal 

redemption. Hebrews 9:11,12 
 

  Did Caiaphas realize all this? In John 11:45-53 we get a pretty good 

insight into what was going on in his mind. Jesus had recently raised 

Lazarus from the dead and, as a result, many people were putting their 

trust in Jesus. The Chief Priests ask “What are we to do?” (John 11:47) 

Then they explain their fears (John 11:48). 
 

“If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the 

Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation."  
 

 Caiaphas was appointed by a Roman governor. Rome kept the Jews 

under control by choosing their leaders for them. If the Jewish people 

reverted to doing things God’s way the Romans would not stand for it. 

Caiaphas understood that well and explained it to the others. 
 

“…it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that 

the whole nation should perish.”  John 11:50 
 

 We all have to decide whether we want to be ruled by the world or 

by God. The world offers temporary security but the power shifts from 

time to time. The Romans had taken the power from the Greeks who 

had taken it from the Persians who had taken it from the Babylonians. 

Until then the Jews had been a sovereign nation under God and had 

proven to be invincible under King David and his son, Solomon. But all 

kings are a poor substitute for God’s rule. Israel had asked for a king and 

by the time of Jesus they were a beaten, humiliated nation who thought 

the best they could do is not make the Romans mad at 

them. Some actually did very well by keeping the Romans 

happy. Caiaphas was such a one, and he feared anyone 

who might take his security from him. 

 There was quite a gathering at the house of the high 

priest when they brought Jesus there for questioning.  

John18:19-24 records that one of the officers struck Jesus for not 

answering properly. Jesus had never given them any reason to fear 

violence from Himself, but He had given them reason to fear violence 
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from the Romans. They were not able to resist the Romans but they 

could resist this itinerant preacher who would not even defend Himself.  

 So Caiaphas and the other Jewish leaders made sure that the 

Romans took care of Jesus. When the roman governor, Pilate, put a sign 

on the cross of Christ that read “King of the Jews” it was the Chief 

Priests who argued that he should write “This man said, I am the king of 

the Jews” (John 19:19-22). Pilate left it the way he had originally written 

it. He therefore added his testimony to countless others who claimed 

that Jesus was the King. Ironically Jesus never 

seems to have actually said the words, “I 

am King of the Jews”. He just lived His life 

and let others decide who He was.  

 Once Jesus was dead you would think that the fears of Caiaphas and 

the others would be calmed but things only got worse. Soon, Jerusalem 

was going wild with the news that Jesus was alive again. Followers of 

Jesus could not be silenced. Once fearful themselves they now knew 

Jesus was alive again and all fear seemed to vanish from them. After 

Peter had healed a lame man, by the power of Christ, Caiaphas and the 

others warned them not talk about Jesus anymore. In Acts 4:6 we read: 
 

On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in 

Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and 

Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family.  And when they 

had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 

name did you do this?” 
 

 They might have thought that these men would fear them after 

what they had done to Jesus. Peter, however, gave them an answer that 

proved they trusted Jesus after what He had done for them.  
 

… let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 

from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. Acts 4:10 
 

 Caiaphas was among those who heard those words and he must 

have reflected on his own words that predicted that Jesus would die for 

the whole nation. But Jesus had not died to destroy the fear of Rome. 
 

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 

partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the 

one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,  and deliver all those 

who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.   

Hebrew 2:14,15 


